APPLICATION 


FOR 


UNITED STATES LETTERS PATENT 


TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN; 

BE IT KNOWN THAT I, LISA ANN CORNISH, a citizen of 
tiie United States, have invented knew and useful 
improvements in a 

HARD HEAD FOIL CAP 
Of which the following contains the specification. 


Forwarded for filing by: 


Kurt M. Rylander 
Registration 43,897 
1014 Franklin Street, Suite 206 
Vancouver, WA 98660 


CRN01-UTL 


Attorney Docket: CRN01-UTL 
Inventor: CORNISH, Lisa Ann 

Title: HARD HEAD FOIL CAP 

5 HARD HEAD FOIL CAP 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to hair dressing products and more particularly to 
methods and articles for coloring hair. 

BACKGROUND 

10 Individuals for cosmetic and other reasons have their hair highlighted, colored, 

foiled, frosted, dyed, and bleached, among other things. Methods and articles for 
treating hair include the use of frosting tip caps, which are caps that have a plurality of 
holes and apertures spaced around the cap, the cap is then placed on the head of the 
individual desiring hair treatment, the individuals' hair is pulled through the holes, a 

15 few strands at a time, and the strands are then foiled. The process is time consuming 
and painful, and does not allow for ease of pattern and design creating in the treated 
hair. 

Heretofore, an article and method for foiling hair using a head cap with a 
plurality of long narrow slits spaced around the cap in two or more orientations to 
20 allow locks of hair to be foiled together has not previously been provided. An article 
and method for imparting designs to hair using a head cap with a plurality of long 
narrow slits spaced around the cap in two or more orientations, said slits configured to 
form designs In the highlighted hair has not previously been provided. 

The following represents a list of known related art: 

25 U.S. Patent 5,562,1 1 1 issued to Torres, October 8, 1996; 

U.S. Patent 5,524,650, issued to Ponce, June 11,1996; 

U.S. Patent 4,724,852, issued to Ramik, February 16, 1988; 

U.S. Patent 4,357,951 issued to Aricco, November 9, 1982; 
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U.S. Patent 4,289,150 issued to Kimball, September 15, 1981; 

U.S. Patent 4,267,850 issued to Barrett, May 19, 1981; 

U.S. Patent 4,224,954 issued to Stahl, September 30, 1980; 

U.S. Patent 4,165,754 issued to Pasqua, August 28, 1979; 
5 U.S. Patent 4,155,369, issued to Guinan, May 22, 1979; 

U.S. Patent 3,586,009, issued to Sirmons, June 22, 1971; 

U.S. Patent 3,390,689, issued to Newman, July 2, 1968; 

U.S. Design Patent 334,247, issued to Scianna, March 23, 1993; 

U.S. Design Patent 306,356, issued to Ramik, February 27, 1990; and 

10 U.S. Reissue Patent 30,305, issued to Caruso, June 17, 1980. 

The teachings of each of the above-listed citations (which does not itself 
incorporate essential material by reference) are herein incorporated by reference. 
None of the above inventions and patents, taken either singularly or in combination, is 
seen to describe the instant invention as claimed. Thus solving the aforementioned 
15 problems is desired. 

Therefore, it is highly desirable to create an article and method for an article 
and method for foiling hair using a head cap with a plurality of long narrow slits 
spaced around the cap in two or more orientations to allow locks of hair to be foiled 
together. It is further highly desirable to create an article and method for imparting 
20 designs to hair using a head cap with a plurality of long narrow slits spaced around 
the cap in two or more orientations, said slits configured to form of designs in the 
highlighted hair. It is further highly desirable to create a head cap by providing an 
existing, mass manufactured hair cap it with a plurality of long narrow slits spaced 
around the cap in two or more orientations. 

25 Potential customers for articles and methods that meet these objects Include 

individuals who color, foil, and highlight their own hair, hair salons, barber shops, hair 
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Stylists, cosmetologists, film companies, model agencies, and any entity which uses 
or performs hair coloring, foiling, designing, or styling, 

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY 

Accordingly, it is an object to provide novel articles and methods for solving the 
5 above-mentioned problems. In particular, it is an object to provide an article and 
method for foiling hair using a head cap with a plurality of long narrow slits spaced 
around the cap in two or more orientations to allow locks of hair to be foiled together. 
It is a further object of the present invention to provide an article and method for 
imparting designs to hair using a head cap with a plurality of long narrow slits spaced 
10 around the cap in two or more orientations, said slits configured to form of designs to 
impart said designs In the highlighted hair. It is a further object of the present 
invention to create a head cap by providing an existing, mass manufactured hair cap 
it with a plurality of long narrow slits spaced around the cap in two or more 
orientations. It is a further object of the invention to provide improved elements and 
15 arrangements thereof for the purposes described which is inexpensive, dependable 
and fully effective in accomplishing its intended purposes. These and other objects of 
the present invention will become readily apparent upon further review of the following 
specification and drawings. 

To achieve the objects and in accordance with the purpose of the invention, as 
20 embodied and broadly described herein, a hard head foil cap is provided. The hard 
head foil cap comprises a head cap provided with a plurality of long narrow slits cut 
into the head cap in two or more orientations such that shanks of hair can be pulled 
through any such slit for hair coloring. The slits can be placed about the cap in 
different orientations to create different treatment of, and designs in, the hair of the 
25 wearer. A method is further provided for treating hair. 

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and constitute a part of 
this specification, illustrate one embodiment of the invention and, together with the 
description, serve to explain the principles of the invention. 
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The novel articles and methods provide a number of advantages. The present 
Invention improves the manner of highlighting hair and replaces the process of foiling 
hair with weaving or block foiling methods and has the advantage of reducing mess, 
eliminating the step of needing to cut foils, and providing more control to the stylist. 
5 The present invention is faster, more efficient, and takes less time to complete as 
compared to existing foil procedures. Moreover, pursuant to an embodiment of the 
present invention, long narrow slits spaced evenly eliminate the need to part the hair. 
The desired amount of hair is pulled through the silts using a hair needle for block 
foiling, or weave the hair that is pulled through for a foil effect. 

10 Further advantage obtains in that cap of the present invention gives more 

control of the amount of hair that is pulled out, leaving the remainder of the hair 
protected by the cap without bleeding. Color and/or bleach is then applied to the hair 
that has been pulled through the slit to achieve the desired shade. 

Moreover, advantage obtains in that the cap of the present invention allows the 
15 long narrow slits to be made on the cap in various designs such a zigzag design. The 
placement of slits themselves can create a design, as can the cut of the slit. The slit 
can be a zigzag, for example, or a wavy line. This creates the effect of highlighting 
the hair In different patterns. Similarly, the present invention can have a logo design 
cut into the cap. This allows logos to be colored onto the individual's hair. 

20 Additional objects and advantages of the invention will be set forth In part in the 

description which follows, and in part will be obvious from the description, or may be 
learned by practice of the invention. The objects and advantages of the invention may 
be realized and attained by means of the instrumentalities and combinations 
particularly pointed out in the appended claims. Further benefits and advantages of 

25 the embodiments of the invention will become apparent from consideration of the 
following detailed description given with reference to the accompanying drawings, 
which specify and show preferred embodiments of the present Invention. 


TRADE SECRET & PROPRIETARY 


-4- 


CRN01-UTL 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows an embodiment of the present invention in operation. 

FIG. 2 shows a side view of an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 3 shows a frontal view of an embodiment of the present invention. 

5 FIG. 4 shows a side view of another embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 5 shows a frontal view of another embodiment of the present invention 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Before beginning a detailed description of the subject invention, mention of the 
following is in order. When appropriate, like reference materials and characters are 
10 used to designate identical, corresponding, or similar components in differing figure 
drawings. The figure drawings associated with this disclosure typically are not drawn 
with dimensional accuracy to scale, i.e., such drawings have been drafted with a 
focus on clarity of viewing and understanding rather than dimensional accuracy. 

Turning now to a discussion of the present invention, as shown in FIG. 1, a 
15 hard head foil cap 10 is provided for hair coloring. The hard head foil cap comprises 
a head cap 12 with a plurality of long narrow slits 14 cut into the head cap in two or 
more orientations such that shanks of hair can be pulled through any such slit for hair 
coloring. The head cap is flexible and conformable about the head of the person 
whose hair is to be treated and covers said head from the top of the forehead to the 
20 nape of the neck, with slits along the top 24 and along the sides 20 and 22. The slits 
can be reinforced. Such reinforcement may include adding stitching the slits or 
adding thicker plastic around the slits. Alternatively, the slits can be configured in a 
zip lock fashion such that the slit can be partially closed to tighten the slit upon the 
shank of the hair creating the additional firmness needed to keep hair secure when 
25 pulled through the sits. Zip lock refers to interlocking seams for a linear press-closure 
which holds together by interference between two linear elements of either side of the 
seal, with or without a movable closure element, such as those sold under the 
trademark ZIPLOC. 
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Said cap may be made of plastic, foam, rubber, or fabric whicli is waterproof. 
Said cap can be provided witli tying straps 30 extending from the cap to be tied under 
the chin of the wearer, as depicted in FIGs. 1,2,3,4 and 5. Slit length is in the range 
of 1" to 4". Slit width is in the range of 1/64" to %". Slit spacing is in the range of Vz 
5 to 2" between slits. The preferred embodiment of the present invention has slits from 
forehead to nape, spaced 1" to 1 apart, with the slits each between 3" and 3 V-i 
long and 1/16" to %" wide. In the preferred embodiment, on the side of the cap, the 
slits are 2" long, running horizontal, and spaced 3/4" to 1 %" apart. 

The slits can be straight, or cut in any desired shape for aesthetic purposes. 

10 As shown in FIGs. 4 and 5, the slits can be cut in a zigzag pattern. Those sl^iiled in 
the art will know that the slits can be spaced apart in many different configurations. 
Those skilled in the art will know that the slits can be oriented in many different 
directions. In the preferred embodiment, the slits on the sides of the cap are oriented 
horizontally, running, in relation to the head of the individual, roughly face to back, 

15 and on the top of the head, from side to side. 

In operation, hair is colored, frosted, foiled, highlighted, or bleached by placing 
the hard head foil cap of the present invention over the hair of the person whose hair 
is to be colored, pulling shanks of hair through the slits, as shown in FIG. 1, and 
coloring, frosting, foiling, highlighting, or bleaching said hair shank. The process is 
20 repeated as desired around the head. For logos, color hairspray is preferred. 

Those skilled in the art will recognize that numerous modifications and 
changes may be made to the preferred embodiment without departing from the scope 
of the claimed invention. It will of course be known that the present invention is 
equally applicable to hair dying, foiling, coloring, bleaching, painting, and other hair 
25 treatments, and the present invention is not limited to a particular type of hair 
treatment. It will, of course, be understood that modifications of the invention, in its 
various aspects, will be apparent to those skilled in the art, some being apparent only 
after study, others being matters of routine mechanical, chemical and electronic 
design. No single feature, function or property of the preferred embodiment is 
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essential. Other embodiments are also possible, their specific designs depending 
upon the particular application. The scope of the invention should not be limited by 
the particular embodiments herein described but should be defined only by the 
appended claims and equivalents thereof. 
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